TOWN OF GROTON

173 Main Street
beee e [ Groton, Massachusetts 01450-123
Mou 04 Tel: (978) 448-1111 Office of the:
Fax: (978) 448-1115 Historic Districts Comumission

September 10, 2013

LEGAL NOTICE
GROTON HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHAPTER 153 HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
BY-LAW CHANGES

In accordance with the provisions of Massachuseits General Laws, Chapter 40C, the Groton
Historic Districts Commission (GHDC) will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 1, 2013,
at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hali, 173 Main Street, Groton, to consider revisions to the Town of Groion
By-Law, Chapter 153 to be considered at the Fall Town meeting to be heid an Monday, October
21, 2013. Copies of the proposed revisions are on file in the Town Clerk’s office in Town Hall.

Daniel J. Barton
Chairman



TOWN OF GROTON
173 Main Street
Groton., Massachusetts 01430

Tel; (978) 4481100 Office of the:
Fax: (978) 448-1113 Historie Districts Conunission
Chapter 153

HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND COMMISSION

Section 153-1 Purpose

T'he putpose of this Chaptes is to promoie the educattonal, cultural, cconomic, and
general welfate of the public through the preservation and protection of histotical and/or
significant buildings within the Districts, of the distinctive characteristics of buildings, places,
and landscapes significant in the history of the Commonwealth and the Town of Groton
through the preservation, maintenance, and development of appropsiate settings, azchitecture,
tandscapes, and streetscapes within the Historic Districts; this Chapter is intended to protect the
chatacter of Groton by ensuring that changes to existing buildings, settings, landscapes, and
streetscapes are compatible with and enbance the chagacter of the Districts and that new
structuses as nay be built within the Districts employ the degree of architectural integity and
standard of matetials and construction so as to enhance rather than detract from the District.

Section 153-2 Faablishment of Districes
A

(1.)Beginning at a point on the center line of Main Street, at the southeast corner of the
Prescott Common, thence running 300 feet northwestetly to a point opposite the boundary
line between Lots 0263 and 0265; notthenasterly along said boundary for 1,000 feet to a point
in line with the westedy boundary of Lot 0262; thence approximately 1,450 feet to a point in
the center of Lowell Road; westerly a distance of approximately 300 feet following the center
of Lowell Road to a point 600 feet from the intersection of Lowell Road and Main Street,
thence nothwesterly on a line cast of and parallel o Main Street, to a point in the center of
Mavficld Road; south and westetly following the center of Mayfield Road to the center of
Main Street at a point opposite Coutt Strect; westerly on Court Street to a point 200 feet,
thence on a line southeast and south 200 foet from and parallel to Main Sweet to 2 point in
the Center of Old Ayer Road, thence along the center of Qld Ayer Road south of the
Prescott Common to the point of beginning as shown on the Plan of Historic Districts of
the Town of Groton dated March 10, 2003, said plan being on record with the Town Clerk.

(2) Beginning at a point in the center of Pleasant Street 300 feet east of the Common at
the intersection of Pleasant Street and il Street, thence running 400 feet notthwesterly,
thence on a line southwesterly and southerly patallel to and northwest of Pleasant Steeet
and west of Farmers Row to the centar of foy Lane, thence easterly on a line to a point
400 feet cast of Farmers Row, then on a line nostherly and northeastetly to a point at the
intersection of the southwest corner of Lots 090 and U89, thence on a line to the center
of Pleasant Stzeet at the point of beginning as shown on the Plan of Histotic Districts of




the Town of Groton dated March 10, 2003, said plan being on record with the Town
Clexk.

(3} Beginning at a point in the center of Mayfield Road and following the boundary line
of Lots O-184 and G-182 to a point 200 feet east of the center of Hollis Strect, thence
running northerly parallel to the center of Hollis Street fo a point midway between the
houndagy line of Lot J-120, thence northwesterly to a point 200 feet from the center of
School Street o the boundaty line of Lots J-115 and [-116, southwesterly from this
point on a line parallel to and 260 feet notthwestetly of School Street to the ceniter of
Main Street, thence along the center of Main Street to the interscction of Elm Street,
southwesterly along the center of Elm Street for 200 [cet, thence southeastesly paralle] to
and 200 feet southwestetly from the center of Main Street (o the center of Court Street,
then on a line in the center of Court Street to the Center of Main Street, thence on a line
southeasterly to the intersection of Hollis and Main Street and along the center of
Mayfield Road to the point of beginning as shown on the Plan of Historic Disticts of
the Town of Groton dated March 10, 2003, said plan being on record with the Town
Clezk.

B. Regulation of properties, steuctares, and landscapes under the authority of this Chapter and
by Chapter 40C of the General Laws shall involve the portions of such properties, stroctures,
and landseapes within the Districts that ave vistble from public ways, ways to which the public
has access, pedestrian walkways or teails to which the public bas access, parking areas 1o which
the public has access, public patks, public bodies of water, or otherwise visible to the public in
the opinion of the Commission. The Commission may consider and approve screening it deems
appropriate so as to obscure the view of incongroous elements. In instances where the district
does not encompass an entire property (so-called split zone properties) the Comnission shall be
consulted as to changes to the pottion(s) of such properties which lie outside the District when
such portion is in view from a public way or way to which the public has access, pedestrian
walkways ot trails to which the public has access, parking areas to which the public has access,
public patks, public bodies of water, or otherwise visible to the public n the opinion of the
Commission so as fo develop appropziate methods of sareening if wartanted in the opinion of
the Compmission.

Section 153-3 Establishment of Historic Disuicis Commission; membership, [Amended
4-27-2009 ATM, Art. 19]

There is hereby established an Historic District Commission, under the provisions of MGL
Chapter 40C, consisting of five members and two alternate members to be appoimted by the
Town Manager.

A, When the Fiastorsic District Commission is frst established, oiae member shall be
appointed for a term of one year, and one alternate member shall be appointed for a
termn of two years, and thelr successors shall be appointed in like manner for terms of
three yeats.

B. The members of the Historie District Commission shall be made up as follows:




Two from three nominees submitted by the Groton Historical Society.

One, if possible from two nominees, one of whom shall be submitted by the Massachuseits
State Chaptler of the American Institute of Architects and one of whom shall be submitted by
the Boston Society of Landscape Architects.

Twao additional members without designation.

One or more of the foregoing shall, if possible, be a resident of the area or areas included in the
Groton Flistorie Districts.

Seotion 153-4 Powers and Duties of Cosumission

A.

G,

.

10,

B.

The Historic Distrcts Commission shall have all of the authority, power, and duties of
Historic District Commissions provided in Chapter 40C as it may be hereafter amended,
inchding but not limited to:

Alterations and/or additions to the extesior of structures and buildings within the
disteict;

Construction of new structures and buildings within the District;

The incorporation of or removal of landscaping and/or landscape featutes within the
District inclading but not limited to deiveways, guardrails, bollards walkways, fences,
retaining walls, lighting, hght fixtures, and yard ornaments;

The attachment to the exterior of a building or sttucture or the freestanding placement
adjacent thercto of satellite dishes, antennae, awnings, utility connections, structures, of
other apparatus, beating or air conditioning units or equipment, or other appendages;
sigtiage, tefporaty o permanent;

Signage, temporary of permanent, attached or freestanding, except for soad signs
instalied in accordance with and following the specifications of Mass Highway the
installation of which and the location thereof have heen coordinated with and veviewed
and approved by the Commission;

Temporary or permanent recreational featutes such as tennis courls, swimming pools, or:
skating rinks;

Changes of material, style, or color of cxterior elements;

"T'he approval or prohibition of the demolition or removal of structures or buildings or
portions thereof;

The installation of solar or wind utility steuctures, components, ot apparatus; ancd
Alterations or changes to landscapes, sireetscapes, ot other elements which in a material
way impact the visual integrity of the Districts,

In the review of all matters submitted to it for approval under Chapter 40C Section 6 the
Commission shall consider those matters set forth in Chapter 40C Section 7. The
Commission may approve significant alterations or additions to exdsting struciures or
fandscapes when the final result as proposed will be historically and/or architecineally




appropriafe, and may approve the use of materials or design elements which while not
historically accurate are visually appropuriate in the opinion of the Comnission,

C. Submissions to the Commission shall follow the procedural and notice requirements of a
submission undes Chaptet 40C Section 11, provided, however, that the Commission may
determine duting a pre-submission review that a formal submission and further review is
not necessary as provided by the final paragraph of Section 11,

3. The Commission may conduct studies of propetties and ateas in Groton it deems
sighificant, and shall endeavor to create an archive of buildings within the Districts so as
to enable people in the future to understand the evolution of the Disttict over time.

E. The Comynission may hold and enforce Hasements, Restrictions, or such othet grants of
an interest in land or rights, whether gifted, granted as part of an approval process, or
acquired in any other manner, the purpose of such Fasements, Restrictions, grant, ot
right shall be to preserve or enhance a building, property, ot atea which is significant to
the character of Groton, whether such building, property, or area is within one of the
Historic Districts ot osutside of the Historic Districts.

F. In detetmining the jurisdiction of the Commission as to matters it is empowered to
review hereunder ox by Chapter 40C of the General Laws, jurisdiction shall be
determined by the degree to which the proposed alteration or construction is visible
from public ways, ways to which the public has access, pedesirian walkways ot trails to
which the public has access, patking areas to which the public has access, public parks,
public bodies of water, or when such alteration or construction is otherwise visible to the
general public in the opinion of the Conmmission.

Section 153-5 Rules and Regulations; Gifis
The Historic Disttict Commission shall adopt rules and gegulations for the conduct of its
business, not inconsistent with the provisions of MGIL C. 40C, and may, subject to

approptiation, employ cletical and technical assistants or consultants and may accept money gifts
and expend the same for such setvices.

Section 153-6 Time Limits on Cestain Actions
When taking action under the provisions of MGL C. 40C, Section 7, the Historic District

Commission shall make its determination within 45 days after completion of the public hearing.

Section 153-7 Severability

In case any scction, paragtaph or part of this chapter is for any reason declared valid or
unconstituttonal by any court of last resost, every other section, patagtaph ot patt shall continue
in full force and effect.




